








be followed up by concrete policy. The lack
of any comprehensive climate change policy
in Bangladesh will prove problematic for en-
forcing implementation of the strategy and
effective integration and coordination of cli-
mate change concerns across sectors. Never-
theless, thereis a great deal that can be drawn
from the experience of Bangladesh.

The positive engagement of Bangladesh in
international negotiations and government
efforts to respond to and work with NGOs
on both international and national climate
changeissues have helped enable Bangladesh
to gain enough experience to inspire donor
commitment to assist action on adaptation.
Importantly,Bangladesh hastakenstepstoin-
crease its capacity to receive and disseminate
funds and has been proactive about sourcing
funding from its own national budget to
highlight its commitment to adaptation.

While the MDTF and Action Plan are cer-
tainly at early stages, other vulnerable devel-
oping countries and donors should closely
follow their progress and consider whether
such structures could be used as models
elsewhere to help use international funds
for adaptation effectively at national and lo-
cal levels. There are also useful lessons on
how to structure collaboration amongst key
stakeholder groups including the finance
ministry, environment ministry, other line
ministries, research institutions, civil society
and donors. |
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World Climate Conference-3 2009
Geneva, Switzerland:

31-08-2009 to 04-09-2009

Working theme of the conference is
“Climate prediction for decision mak-
ing: focusing on seasonal to interan-
nual time-scales, taking into account
multi-decadal prediction”.

Details: WMO, Conference Organizer,
Case Postale 2300, CH-1211 Geneva,
Switzerland.

Fax: +41-22-7308181

Email: info@wmo.ch

Web: www.wmo.ch[pages/
world_climate_conferencelindex_en.
html

Water Utilities & Law: Current
Trends & Development

Dundee, UK:

03-09-2009 to 04-09-2009

Conference is organized by, and will
be held at, the UNESCO Centre at the
University of Dundee. Intends to pro-
vide a forum in which to address the
role of law in promoting appropriate
policies, structural design and regula-
tory solutions in order to meet the Mil-
lennium Development Goals target of
reducing the proportion of people
without access to sustainable, safe
drinking water by half.

Details: Michael Hantke-Domas, Cen-
tre for Water Law, Policy and Science,
Peters Building, University of Dundee,
DD14HN, UK.

Fax: +44-1382-388671

Email: water@dundee.ac.uk

Web: www.dundee.ac.uk|water[news|
waterutilities.php
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International Conference on Eco-
hydrology & Climate Change
Tomar, Portugal:

10-09-2009 to 12-09-2009

Aim is to bring together researchers
in the areas of climate, ecohydrology,
soils and geo-statistics to share expe-
riences and promote the integration of
these areas as a multidisciplinary
framework. Topics include: climate
change; extreme events; water re-
sources and management; soil degra-
dation and soil quality; ecohydrology;
and geo-statistics amongst others.
Details: Cristina Andrade, Depart.
Matematica, Instituto Politecnico de
Tomar, Estrada da Serra - Quinta do
Contador, 2300-313 Tomar, Portugal.
Fax: +351-249-328136.

Email: ecohcc09@ipt.pt

Web: www.ecohcc09.ipt.pt

11th Annual BIOECON Conference
Venice, Italy:

21-09-2009 to 22-09-2009

Working theme of this year’s Biodiver-
sity and Economics for Conservation
(BIOECON) conference is “Economic
instruments to enhance the conserva-
tion and sustainable use of biodiversi-
ty”. Papers will cover such issues as
assessment of the efficiency of biodi-
versity conservation instruments, the
development of new, incentive-com-
patible instruments, applications of
economic instruments and assessing
socio-economic benefits.

Details: Conference Organizer, Fon-
dazione Eni Enrico Mattei (FEEM), Pal-
azzo Querini Stampalia, Castello 5252,

1-30122, Italy.

Fax: 39-41-2711461

Email: infofeem@feem.it
Web: www.bioecon.ucl.ac.uk

2009 International Conference on
Chemical, Biological & Environ-
mental Engineering

Singapore:

09-10-2009 to 11-10-2009

Conference hopes to provide opportu-
nities for participants to exchnage
ideas and experiences and to estab-
lish business and research relations
for future collaboration. Aimed at re-
searchers, engineers, academics and
industrial professionals to present re-
sarch results and development activi-
ties in the three areas of chemical, bi-
ological and environmental
engineering.

Details: Secretary of CBEE 2009,

9 Jurong Town Hall, iHub, Jurong East,
Singapore.

Email: chee@vip.163.com

Web: www.iacsit.org[cbeelindex.htm

brainstorming. Representatives from
companies and research institutes
will give presentations.

Details: Workshop Organizer, Energy-
nautics GmbH, Muhlstrasse 51, 632225
Langen, Germany.

Email: info@energynautics.com

Web: www.windintegrationworkshop.
org

X111 World Forestry Congress 2009
Buenos Aires, Argentina:
18-10-2009 to 25-10-2009
Co-organized by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization and held every
six years. Congress intent is to pro-
vide a forum whereby collective
knowledge and experience can give
guidance to the formulation and im-
plementation of environmentally
friendly forest policies.

Details: 2009 World Forestry Congress
Organizer, Paseo Colon 982, Anexo Jar-
din, C1063ACV Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Email: info@cfm2009.org

Web: www.wfc2009.org

8th International Workshop on
Large-Scale Integration of Wind
Power into Power Systems
Bremen, Germany:

14-10-2009 t015-10-2009

Conference will include a workshop
onTransmission Networks for Off-
shore Wind Farms. A field trip to be
taken the day after the workshops is
also planned. Intended to provide a
platform for exchanging knowledge,
ideas and experiences regarding wind
energy and in-depth discussions and

18th World Congress of Environ-
mental Journalists

Colombo, Sri Lanka:

19-10-2009 to 22-10-2009

Working theme of the congress is
“Educate to End Climate Poverty”.
Organized by the Asia-Pacific Forum
of Environmental Journalists and sup-
ported by the Sri Lankan government
and the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP). Aims to bring to-
gether journalists, writers, environ-
mental communicators, other media



and educational professionals as well
as NGO activists and government of-
ficials to discuss the role journalists
and educators have in informing the
public on climate change.

Details: Dharman Wickremaratne,
Asia-Pacific Forum of Environmental
Journalists, PO Box 26, Colombo, Sri
Lanka.

Fax: +94-1-883187.

Email: ejournalists@sltnet.lk

Web: www.environmentaljournalists.
org

International Symposium on Hy-
drological Models

Beijing, China:

24-10-2009 to 26-10-2009

Organized by the College of Water
Sciences together with the Chinese
National Committee for the Interna-
tional Hydrological Programme (IHP)
of UNESCO. Will assess the rapid
progress made in computer sciences,
remote sensing and geographic infor-
mation systems in relation to hydro-
logical modeling. Aims to contribute
to the study and applications of latest
models and to facilitate communica-
tion and networking amongst the as-
sociated research communities.
Details: D Peng, College of Water Sci-
ences, Beijing Normal University, Xin
Jie Kou Wai Street 19, Beijing 100875,
China.

Fax: +010-58802739.

Email: hydrologicalmodel@gmail.com
Web: www.bnu.edu.cn[shuikx|CWS.
htm

European Sustainable Energy
Seminar

Glucksburg, Germany:

10-11-2009 to 14-11-2009
Co-organized by the International
Network for Sustainable Energy (IN-
FORSE) and Artefact. Seminar will be
held at the Artefact Centre, which
promotes and supports educational
programmes in environmental tech-
nologies, environmental management
and provides a meeting place for
workshops and congresses. Pro-
gramme topics include low carbon
scenarios, sustainable energy policies
and practice, and the general meeting
of INFORSE-Europe.

Details: Judit Szoleczky, INFORSE, Gl.
Kirkevej 82, DK-8530 Hjortshoj, Den-
mark.

Fax: +45-86-227096.

Email: ove@inforse.org

Web: www.inforse.orgleurope/
seminar09_Artefact.htm

Social & Political Dimensions of
the Global Crisis: Implications for
Developing Countries

Geneva, Switzerland:

12-11-2009 to 13-11-2009

UN Research Institute for Social De-
velopment to host the conference
aimed at a better understanding of the
social and political dimensions of the
current crisis and further discussions
on the subsequent necessity of policy
and institutional reforms and their im-
plications for developing countries.
Also intends to facilitate identifying
key issues for future research.

Details: Rebecca Buchholz, UNRISD,
Palais des Nations, Geneva CH-1211,
Switzerland.

Email: buchholz@unrisd.org

Web: www.tinyurl.com|m9hr2v

East Asian Seas Congress 2009
Manila, Philippines:

23-11-2009 to 27-11-2009

Working theme of the Congress is
“Partnerships at Work: Local Imple-
mentation and Good Practices”. Aims
to provide a venue to debate issues
and highlight good practices and les-
sons learned in coastal and ocean
seas management, which will include
the impacts of climate change
amongst other issues.

Details: EAS Congress 2009 Secretari-
at, PEMSEA Resource Facility, DENR
Compound, Visayas Ave, Diliman,
Quezon City, Philippines.

Fax: +63-2-9269712

Email: congress@pemsea.org

Web: www.pemsea.orgleascongress

15th Conference of the Parties to
the UNFCCC & the 5th Meeting of
the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol
Copenhagen, Denmark:

07-12-2009 to 18-12-2009

Overarching goal is to agree post-
Kyoto climate treaty framework. Meet-
ings will coincide with the 31st meet-
ings of the treaty’s subsidiary bodies

- the Subsidiary Body for Implementa-
tion and the Subsidiary Body for Sci-
entific and Technological Advice.
Details: UNFCCC Secretariat COP15/
MOP5, PO Box 260124, D-53153 Bonn,

Germany.

Fax: +49-228-8151999.

Email: secretariat@unfccc.int

Web: www.unfccc.int|meetingsfunfccc_
calendar|items[2655.php?year=2009

ASLO-NABS 2010 Joint Meeting
Santa Fe, USA:

06-06-2010 to 11-06-2010

Working theme of the meeting is
“Global Changes from the Center to
the Edge”. Incorporates the American
Society of Limnology and Oceanogra-
phy and the American Benthological
Society. Aims to draw attention to the
entirety of aquatic systems on which
humans depend encompassing the
entire hydrological cycle. Session top-
ics include watersheds, water re-
sources, science education and public
policy.

Details: 2010 Meeting Organizer, ASLO
Business Office, 5400 Bosque Blvd,
Suite 680, Waco, Texas 76710, USA.

Fax: +1-254-7763767.

Email: business@aslo.org

Web: www.aslo.org

www.tiempocyberclimate.org



Climate and Nepalese youth

Abhishek Shrestha reports on the role of Nepalese youth in climate change

activities

epal is likely to be one of the coun-
tries hardest-hit by climate change,
despite being one of the smallest
contributors to the problem. Scien-
tific and anecdotal evidence con-
firms that climate change is already
impacting communities in Nepal
through the melting Himalayas, changing
monsoon patterns that have a direct affect
on water resources and reduced crop yields,
which leads to food insecurity. A large per-
centage of the Nepali population needs sig-
nificant assistance to adapt to the changing
climate and to protect their centuries-old
traditions and livelihoods from climate im-
pacts.

Nepal is at high risk from the impacts of
climate change, but sadly this issue has not
been prioritized at the national level. Taking
into account the susceptibility of Nepal’s
Himalayas and the Nepalese economy, which
is heavily dependent on agricultural and nat-
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ural resources, it is essential to make people

aware of climate issues.

Youth have amajorstake in climate change
in general and in the outcome of the climate
change treaty in particular. Young people
are a very important part of our society as
they are future decision makers and can play
a vital role in popularizing the issue among
friends, family members, peers and the wider

MAIN POINTS

® The author de-
scribes the work of
Nepalese Youth for
Climate Action
(NYCA), a coalition
of youth and youth
groups.

® Nepalis likely to
be one of the coun-
tries hardest-hit by
climate change,
despite being one of

the smallest contrib-
utors.

® NYCA works
with universities,
schools, organiza-
tions, elected offi-
cials and communi-
ties in Nepal and
abroad in a variety of
ways to combat the
climate threat.

community. Youth are the backbone of the
nation who can influence others to bring
about change.

Thereis already significant mobilization of
youth at the international level, articulating

Drama performance
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Run for Climate

national and international efforts to reduce
emissions. In particular, some nations have a
strong youth network fostering youth leader-
ship and dialogue on climate change. With a
mission to protect Nepal from the effects of
climate change through a diverse, nation-
wide, youth-led movement, ayouth group on
climate change, Nepalese Youth for Climate
Action (NYCA), has been established.

NYCA is a coalition of Nepalese youth and
youth groups tackling climate change, the
biggest challenge of our generation. NYCA
works with universities, schools, organiza-
tions, elected officials and communities in
Nepal and abroad to protect our future from

Photo: © NYCA

the threats posed by climate change. We in-
spire, educate, empower and mobilize young
Nepalese to create a future that is economi-
cally prosperous, environmentally sustain-
able and socially just.

NYCA is involved in a number of projects.
To make young people aware of the issue of
climate change, an awareness programme
on climate change is being carried out in the
schools and colleges of Kathmandu Valley
through presentations and documentaries.
NYCA is planning to take these campaigns all
over Nepal. NYCA is also developing a college
network through the College Climate Wing
programme.

With the objective to form a unified youth
voice on climate change and create a youth
charter/declaration on climate change, the
first-ever Nepalese Youth Summit on Climate
Change was organized in November 2008 in
coordination with the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Science and Technology and the Min-
istry of Youth and Sports. Young people from
different parts of the country participated
in the summit. The Summit Declaration was
handed to science and technology minister
Ganesh Shah.

Aiming to make people aware of the is-
sues of climate change and the environment
through culture, the Deushi-Bhailo pro-
gramme, blending informative drama with
songs and demonstration, was carried out
on the auspicious occasion of Dipawali, the
Festival of Lights.

The Run for Climate was organized in
Kathmandu in coordination with 29 other
organizations. The campaign synchronized
Nepal’s climate activities with international
climate activities coordinated by the Global
Climate Campaign. The basic aim of the
programme was to make people aware of
climate change and to demand that world
leaders take the urgent action required to
prevent the catastrophic destabilization of
the global climate.

An interaction programme called Climate
Talk takes place every alternate Friday. The
objective is to inform young people on re-
cent climate change issues. The programme
provides an opportunity for youth to dis-

www.tiempocyberclimate.org
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‘Plant a Tree and Grow in Love’

cuss research carried out by them on climate
change.

The aim of the Ghar Dailo awareness pro-
gramme is to make Constitution Assembly
members aware of climate change and tocom-
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mit them to effective climate action, including
the formulation of policies on climate change
and addressing the climate issue in the new
constitution. NYCA has the target of reaching
the 601 Constitution Assembly members.

A message on climate change was pub-
lished in the English-language Nepali daily
The Himalayan Times on December 6th 2008.
The main objective of this was to make peo-
ple aware of climate change, to gather the
views of concerned people on the issue, to
share ideas regarding how to save Mother
Earth from global warming and to sup-
port the global demonstration on climate
change.

NYCA is on the way to publishing a maga-
zine on the climate issue for youth and is
planning to run a radio programme on
climate change targeting the young people
of the country.

On the occasion of Valentine’s Day,
February 14th 2009, NYCA, Leadership for
Environment and Development-Nepal,
Organic Village, and the Department of
Forests jointly organized a programme in
which tree seedlings were distributed as
a Valentine gift to couples who visited
Sidhapokhari, Bhaktapur, a romantic spot
for young people. The theme was “Plant a
Tree and Grow in Love”. The couples were
briefed about the importance of trees in
saving the earth’s degraded environment.
They were told that the tree wouls symbol-
ize their love so they would need to protect
it well. Two hundred plants were distrib-
uted to 100 couples.

NYCAbelieves that climate change is a glo-
bal challenge. There is still an opportunity
for us to address this challenge. NYCA works
with allies at the international level to en-



Young people involved in the ‘Plant a Tree' programme

sure that global greenhouse gas emissions
are reduced at the rates necessary for our
survival. In coordination with other youth
networks in South Asia, NYCA is planning
to organize a South Asian Youth Summit on
Climate Change.

Through collective actions and initia-
tives, NYCA hopes to ensure that a future is
indeed possible for us. NYCA is determined

Photo: © NYCA

to contribute to the global effort, in line
with the principle of common but differen-
tiated responsibilities. We also believe that
developed countries must assume greater
commitments in line with their responsi-
bilities. |
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FURTHER INFORMATION

® In the Cyberlibrary:The Tiempo Climate
Cyberlibrary lists websites covering youth
activities on climate change at
www.tiempocyberclimate.org/portal/web71.
htm.
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BRAZIL TREES

CLEAN COAL IN UK

ADAPTABLE CORAL

CLIMATE DEATHS

AFRICA - SEASONS

The Brazilian gov-
ernment has an-
nounced that com-
panies operating
fossil fuel-based
power plants will
have to plant trees to
compensate for their
carbon emissions.

The new requirements
will contribute to the
goals of the National Cli-
mate Change Plan. "It
must be remembered that
the Environment Ministry
is not creating a new cost
for the plants,” said envi-
ronment minister Carlos
Minc. “This cost has al-
ways existed, but it now
must be paid by all socie-
ty.”

Read more:
tinyurl.com/pb9qqt
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Following lengthy
controversy, the
British government
has pledged that it
will not allow any
new coal-fired power
stations to be built
without a proportion
of carbon emissions
buried underground.

“The era of new unabated
coal has come to an end,”
claimed British Secretary
of State for Energy and
Climate Change Ed Mili-
band.The United King-
dom recently became the
first nation to committo a
mid-term goal for green-
house gas emissions re-
ductions, a 34 per cent cut
by the year 2020 relative
to 1990 levels.

Read more:
tinyurl.com/|rc4ggj

Some coral reefs are
adapting to higher
temperatures, ren-
dering the global
coral ecosystem less
vulnerable to climate
change, according to
a new study.

“Corals are certainly
threatened by environ-
mental change, but this
research has really
sparked the notion that
corals may be tougher
than we thought,” com-
mented Stephen Palumbi,
director of the Hopkins
Marine Station at Stan-
ford University in the
United States.

Read more:
tinyurl.com|ocr8ad

Climate change is
already causing
300,000 deaths a year,
according to a new
report from the Glo-
bal Humanitarian
Forum.

By the year 2030, the eco-
nomic cost of global
warming could reach
US$600 billion a year.
“The world is at a cross-
roads. We can no longer
afford to ignore the hu-
man impact of climate
change.This is a call to
the negotiators to come
to the most ambitious
agreement ever negotiat-
ed or to continue to ac-
cept mass starvation,
mass sickness and mass
migration on an ever
growing scale,” said Kofi
Annan, the Forum'’s presi-
dent.

Read more:
tinyurl.com[p3nw56

By 2050 growing sea-
sons throughout Af-
rica will be “hotter
than any year in his-
torical experience,”
according to a study
by American re-
searchers.

“When we looked at
where temperatures are
headed, we found that for
the majority of Africa’s
farmers, global warming
will rapidly change condi-
tions beyond the range of
what occurs anywhere in
their country,” said Mar-
shall Burke from Stanford
University. Senegal,
Chad, Mali, Burkina Faso,
Niger and Sierra Leone
were found to be particu-
larly at risk.

Read more:
tinyurl.com|q92x8h



Voluntary carbon markets

Muyeye Chambwera scrutinizes the voluntary carbon market and suggests
improvements to benefit those most vulnerable to climate change

eople’s consciousness of the real-
ity of climate change is increasing,
and many individuals and compa-
nieswant to participatein tackling
the problem. Trading of emission
reduction units of greenhouse
gases, or carbon credits, has been
a significant response to addressing cli-
mate change in recent years. This has seen
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the emergence and rapid growth of carbon
markets. Carbon trading, commonly re-
ferred to as offsetting, held the promise of
addressing climate change and delivering
development benefits. Over time, however,
questions have been raised about its ef-

fectiveness.

There are two forms of carbon markets:
the compliant or regulatory market, and

MAIN POINTS

©® The author de-
scribes the problems
associated with the
regulatory carbon
market.

©® He explains how
the voluntary carbon
market has more de-
velopment potential
in terms of providing
community benefits

or biodiversity con-
servation.

® He suggests that
in order to help poor
people cope with cli-
mate change impacts,
however, the credit
unit could focus less
on carbon and more
on these develop-
ment benefits.

the voluntary market. Both of them enable
individuals and organizations with high
emissions to pay others to reduce their
emissions elsewhere. People pay other par-
ties to reduce emissions on their behalf
because itis less expensive than doing it on
their own. The potential of both markets to
deliver real benefits, especially to the poor
who are mostvulnerable to climate change,
has come under scrutiny recently.

Clean Development Mechanism
limits

The compliant market operates primarily
under the Clean Development Mechanism
(cpM) of the Kyoto Protocol. It enables
countries with obligations to reduce their
emissions to meet part of their emissions
reduction targets by funding projects in
developing countries to reduce emissions
at a lower cost than would have been the
case at home.

www.tiempocyberclimate.org 21
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Air conditioning - should its use be offset?

The cDM also has a specific aim of ensur-
ing that emission reduction projects in
developing countries contribute to sus-
tainable development in these countries.
However, the delivery of this benefit is con-
strained by the inability of host countries to
set conditions or standards for sustainable
development and still compete for CDM in-
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vestments with other developing countries
withless stringent development standards.
High development standards increase the
costs of carbon credits as investors need
to do more in the host country to meet
sustainable development conditions. This
effectively increases the price of credits
with development benefits.

Compliant buyers often simply want to
meet their emission reduction targets at
low cost.They, therefore, tend togo forhigh
volume, low cost projects. So host countries
must either set stringent standards and
lose investment, or set loose standards and
attract investments with limited sustain-
able development benefits. In this respect,
cDM markets often fail to deliver develop-
ment benefits in poor countries.

The cDM has also failed to effectively
reach the poorest countries. For example,
the number of CcDM projects in Africa,
where poverty levels are highest and devel-
opment is needed most, is less than three
per cent of the total. Some 70 per cent of
African CDM projects are in South Africa,
Egypt and Nigeria.

The potential, and limits, of volun-
tary offsetting

The emergence of voluntary offsetting pro-
vided hope regarding overcoming some of
the shortcomings of the CDM and provid-
ing more benefits to developing countries.
Rather than being driven by mandatory
obligations to reduce their emissions, vol-
untary buyers are motivated primarily by
corporate social responsibility and public
relations. They would like to contribute to
aworthy cause such as climate change.They
prefer offsets with additional attributes,
such as community benefits or biodiversity
conservation, which can potentially cover
the sustainable development gap that CDM



projects struggle to cover. The connection
that offset buyers want to make with poor
people in poor countries is a particularly
positive attribute of voluntary action. Thus,
from a development perspective, voluntary
carbon markets hold more promise.

The growth of voluntary markets over the
past fewyears, in terms of volume of carbon
and number of buyers, indicates that it
could play a significant role in the future.
The volume doubled from 65 million tons
of carbon in 2007 to 123 million tons in

ity. They may serve to soften or tone down
people’s guilt, yet do little to encourage
carbon-neutral lifestyles. Tackling climate
change should be about real reductions in
emissions rather than transferring them to
other countries.

There are also development-related con-
cerns. Projects are driven by the need for
people in developed countries to mitigate,
or reduce, their emissions. They do not
reflect the needs of developing country
communities who are most affected by

kkoffsets, far from being a means of taking
responsibility for one’s actions, may actually be
a means of evading responsibility

2008.Thisislikely toincrease still furtheras
more companies and individuals become
aware of climate change and the need to
take action to address the problem.
Concerns have been raised, however,
about the integrity of the voluntary mar-
ket and about offsetting as an approach
to addressing climate change more gener-
ally. There are questions about the lack
of regulation and the existence of a wide
array of standards on the voluntary offset
market, which have called the credibility of
its operation into question. Some also feel
that all offsets, far from being a means of
taking responsibility for one’s actions, may
actually be a means of evading responsibil-

climate change. Most of these communities
produce negligible emissions yet are geo-
graphically and socio-economically vul-
nerable to the impacts of climate change
driven by developed country emissions.
Adaptation, or coping with those impacts,
is their biggest priority.

It is quite reasonable to argue that some
voluntary offsets and associated standards
promote projects with additional benefits
around host projects. Offset transactions
are, however, centred around emission re-
ductions. The higher the level of emission
reductions, the more attractive a project is.
Other benefits are only additional. Thus,
even with great standards in terms of other

Photo: © Richard Clay
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benefits, a project can only be funded if it
hasanemissionreduction component first.
The unit of the credit is carbon, and not the
additional benefits.

Doing even better

Does this mean the voluntary market has
to stop? The spirit behind voluntary action,
which largely accounts for the current mo-
mentum of voluntary offsetting, need not
be killed by the weaknesses of the volun-
tary offset market. Those seeking to offset
their emissions are only using the available
means to help address climate change.

Addressing the weaknesses of the vol-
untary market provides an opportunity
to revisit the concept of offsetting in a
way that encourages people in developed
countries to address their emissions more
effectively. The first step is to recognize that
two key and equally important responses
to climate change are emissions reduction,
or mitigation, and adaptation. The second
is to recognize that those who are most
vulnerable to climate change have very low
levels of emissions, and therefore offer few
opportunities to reduce emissions.

The primary responsibility of reducing
global emissions lies with people in de-
veloped countries. But these people can
also take voluntary steps to help the most
vulnerable people adapt to climate change.
In so doing, they are still addressing a re-
quired and very urgent response to climate
change while at the same time fulfilling
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the social responsibility that lies behind
voluntary offsetting. Voluntary efforts that
promote real emission reductions by pol-
luters and help the victims of past and cur-
rent unavoidable emissions to adapt have
the potential to make voluntary action on
climate change really effective.

There are a few emerging options for ad-
dressing climate change voluntarily that
address both mitigation and adaptation.
The ‘AdMit’ initiative led by the New Eco-
nomics Foundation and the International
Institute for Environment and Develop-
ment helps voluntary actors in developed
countries to take care of the impacts of
their unavoidable emissions by supporting
adaptation activities in poor communi-
ties that are vulnerable to climate change.
AdMit also encourages these actors to take
steps to reduce their emissions. The AdMit
initiative is still in a pilot stage but is likely
to offer real solutions to voluntary climate
change action. Mercy Corps’ Cool Carbon
initiative also notes that is possible for
voluntary actors to support development
projects in poor communities that help to
reduce carbon emissions without having
to strictly link the payment to the level of
emission reductions. |
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Bonn voyage

NEGOTIATIONS

The latest round in the negotiations
leading up to the critical meeting on
the future of the climate treaty in
Copenhagen in December this year
took place in Bonn in early June.
Tiempo editors Mick Kelly and
Sarah Granich report.

Delegates from 182 countries assembled at
the Bonn Climate Change Talks to discuss,
amongst other things, the draft negotiating
texts that will form the basis of any agree-
ment reached in Copenhagen later this
year when the future of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
and its Kyoto Protocol should be decided.
“The political moment is right to reach an
agreement,” said Yvo de Boer, who heads
the climate treaty secretariat. “There is no
doubt in my mind that the Copenhagen
climate conference in December is going
to lead to a result. If the world has learned
anything from the financial crisis, it is that
global issues require a global response,” he
continued.

According to Connie Hedegaard, Danish
climate and energy minister, agreement on a
treaty rests on the richer countries paying for
emission control measures in the developing
world. “If we do not provide financing then
we will not have a deal in Copenhagen,” she
said. Hedegaard, like others, is concerned
about the slow progress of the negotiations.

At the Bonn meeting, the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Long-term Cooperative Action un-
der the Convention (AWG-LCA) considered
issuesrelated to the goal of ashared vision for
long-term cooperative action, enhanced ac-

drafttexthad been “enriched” from a 53-page
starting point to a daunting 200 pages.

The Ad Hoc Working Group on Further
Commitments for Annex I Countries under
the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP) focused on a
proposal for amendments to the Kyoto Pro-
tocol, including emissions reduction com-
mitments of 37 industrialized countries for
the Protocol post-2012. “It is important that
we complete some of the more solvable
issues here in Bonn so that we can then
focus on the more difficult ones later on
in the negotiations,” said AWG-KP chair

kfif the world has learned anything from the
financial crisis, it is that global issues require a

global response ’)

tion on adaptation, mitigation and finance,
technology and capacity-building. Michael
Zammit Cutajar, AWG-LCA chair, noted that
the AWG-LCA negotiating text did not pre-
judge or preclude any particular outcome.
“The text is a starting point and now is the
time for parties to take position and enrich
it,” he said. By the end of the meeting, the

John Ashe. Unfortunately, there was no clear
consensus with regard to the future of the
Kyoto Protocol. Whether or not the rules
should be amended or simply the national
targets was a key issue. Developing coun-
tries, for the most part, favoured the simple
approach of altering the targets alone, while
industrialized nations wanted the rules (re)
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MAJOR ECONOMIES FORUM MEETS

Proposals for a long-term
emissions goal that were on
the table at the Bonn meeting
included stabilization of
greenhouse gas concentra-
tions in the atmosphere at
specific levels, a 50 per cent
cut by the year 2050, limiting
temperature rises to two de-
grees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels, or aiming for
global annual per capita emis-
sions of two metric tons of
carbon. Later in the month,
the latest session of the Ma-
jor Economies Forum on En-
ergy and Climate took place
in Mexico.The Major Econo-
mies Forum consists of na-
tions responsible for 80 per
cent of global greenhouse
gas emissions. Its aim is to
help generate the political

leadership necessary to
achieve a successful out-
come at the December cli-
mate change conference in
Copenhagen. The draft docu-
ment tabled at the meeting by
the United States and Mexi-
co proposed an “aspiration-
al” global emissions reduc-
tion goal of 50 per cent for the
year 2050, with developed na-
tions assigned an 80 per cent
target. While Forum dele-
gates supported the notion of
along-term goal, there was
no agreement on any specific
target.

There have been signs of
increasing support for Mexi-
co’s proposal of a “ green
fund”.The fund would receive
contributions from all na-
tions, with the scale of each

national contribution deter-
mined by population, gross
domestic product and emis-
sions. It may also receive in-
come from the auction of per-
mits in developed countries
and a levy on the disburse-
ment of mitigation funds for
adaptation. “It's not a ques-
tion of what we like, but of
what may work, and the Mexi-
can proposal gives flexibility
that may be appreciated by
the United States, Japan and
by other donors,” commented
Jos Delbeke from the envi-
ronment directorate of the
European Commission.The
putative inclusion of carbon
credits was favourably re-
ceived at the Major Econo-
mies Forum.

defined before targets were given serious
consideration.

In a significant move, the United States an-
nounced thatitwould not demand that China
commits to binding cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions. Instead, said Jonathan Pershing,
head of the United States delegation, “we’re
saying that the actions of developing coun-
tries should be binding, not the outcomes of
those actions.” Developing countries seeking
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to grow their economies and alleviate pov-
erty would be asked to commit to measures
such asincreasing energy efficiency standards
and promoting renewable energy rather than
specific emissions targets. Both the United
States and the European Union stressed that
private finance, through, for example, carbon
offsetting, rather than government funding
would assist developing nations follow a low-
emissions development path.

“The only thing that they have agreed on
in Bonn, is that they fundamentally disagree
on all issues,” concluded Regine Giinther of
WWE Though there was general disappoint-
ment at the slow progress made at the 12-day
meeting, Yvo de Boer, who heads the climate
treaty secretariat, remained optimistic. “I
think that this session has made clear what
governments want to see in a Copenhagen
agreement. It shows that they are commit-
ted to reaching an agreement and this is
a big achievement,” he said. Even de Boer
accepts, though, that it will be “physically
impossible” to have a detailed agreement in
Copenhagen in December this year. Cutajar
warned that big breakthroughs were likely to
happen only in Copenhagen. “This is like the
evolutionary process in reverse. The Big Bang
comes at the end,” he said.

The next port of call on the voyage to
Copenhagen will be Bonn, once again, in
August, followed by a stopover in Bangkok in
September and an opportunity for final dis-
cussions in November as the subsidiary bod-
ies meet prior to the Copenhagen deadline.

® Further information: TheTiempo Climate
Cyberlibrary provides hourly coverage of cli-
mate news at www.tiempocyberclimate.org/
newswatch. For further discussion of recent
climate negotiating meetings, visit Earth
Negotiations Bulletin at www.iisd.ca/process/
climate_atm.htm.
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Affluent diets and climate change

lobally, food production accounts forat
leastaquarter of greenhouse gas(GHG)
emissions. A recent Food and Agricul-
ture Organizationreportestimates that
the biggest share of this - 18 per cent of
total global emissions - comes from
livestock.

The tendency for popula-
tions to consume more animal
products as they become richer
has been strong. Predictions
based on ‘business as usual’ as-
sumptions are for a doubling of
global livestock production by

mid century, mainlyinresponse it
4 y P policy

THEFINALWORD

John Powles
explains why the
diets of the rich and
the poor are central
to climate change

consumption in the economic sense of ‘using
up’ and includes waste. The corresponding
level ofintakeis probably about7o to8o grams
per day. If, by 2050, the population increases
by 40 per cent and mitigation (reduction in
GHG emissions per unit product) improves by
20 per cent, then mean global meat consump-
tion would need to fall slightly
to around go grams per day.
This means more than halving
average consumption levels in
high-income countries.
Achieving these modest but
necessary objectives will require
radical changes. Reducing con-

to rising incomes in low- and
middle-income countries.

But it will not be possible for this business
to continue ‘as usual’. The only geopolitically
feasible path to dietary sustainability is ‘con-
traction’ of ecologically disruptive produc-
tion for high-income countries to make room
for some upward ‘convergence’ in low- and
middle-income countries.

Global average meat consumption is now
about 100 grams per person per day. This is

sumption of red meat, which
makes the heaviest environmen-
tal demands, will help. Within high-income
countries, an appreciable minority already have
a pattern of low red meat consumption. This
could be generalized to the whole population.
Reducing consumption of red meat is also
likely to bring health benefits, yielding a double
dividend for those who make the change. A
large United States National Institutes of Health-
sponsored studyhascompared highandlowred

meatconsumers(who turned outtohave similar
whitemeatintakes). Thelow consumersenjoyed
amortality advantage of about one quarter.

If our planet can only sustain a limited
number of livestock, making room for higher
consumption of milk, eggs and meat in low-
income countries should be an important goal
of global climate change policy. Undernutrition
remains the leading cause of lost healthy life
globally. Increasing the supply of animal foods
in the diets of growing children in poor coun-
tries will be central to the achievement of further
healthgains.Increasing animal proteinintakein
adults (in countries where it has been very low)
should also lower the risk of stroke - a major
cause of premature death and disability.

Diet, of both rich and poor, should be central
to climate change policy.
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