














French Tiempo launched

TIEMPO AFRIQUE

The editors of Tiempo have long recognized
the need to provide information on climate
change and development in other languag-
es.Butnow, with the confluence of addition-
al funding from the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
and capacity in the form of Environnement
et Développement du Tiers Monde (ENDA),
the opportunity has arrived for providing a
French version of Tiempo, targeted to a West
African audience.

The vulnerability of the world’s Least De-
veloped Countries toclimate changeiswidely
acknowledged. Several of these countries are
located in French-speaking West Africa. They
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are at a particular disadvantage because the
majority of information on climate change
is only available in English. And yet, without
accurate information available on climate
change, policy makers cannot be expected
to make informed policy decisions and plan
effectively for a climate constrained future.
The problem of languages is not limited to
the availability of written materials. Much
of the negotiations under the official United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change are conducted in sessions where
translation from English is unavailable. For

countries that already struggle to negoti-
ate against the well-resourced negotiating
teams from wealthier nations, this adds yet
another challenge.

Material in Tiempo Afrique will include
both articles translated from the English
language version of Tiempo and articles
sourced and commissioned of particular
relevance to the region. In time, material
published in Tiempo Afrique will also be
translated and published in the English ver-
sion of Tiempo.

FURTHER INFORMATION

The first issue of Tiempo Afrique will be pub-
lished in October 2008. Authors wishing to
submit articles for future issues should con-
tact Djimingué Nanasta on dnanasta@yahoo.
fr and Nogoye Thiam at nogoyet@yahoo.com
with suggestions. If you are living in a devel-
oping country or working on climate and de-
velopment issues then you can request a free
subscription to the quarterly printed bulletin,
Tiempo Afrique, by contacting Nogoye Thiam,
Djimingué Nanasta or Nathalie Koffi by email
at enda.energy@orange.sn, by post at ENDA
TM, Programme Energie, Environnement,
Développement, 54, rue Carnot - BP 3370,
Dakar, Sénégal, or by fax at +221-33-8217595.
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Focus on Accra

DATELINE

The latest round of climate negotia-
tions took place in Ghana in August
2008. Newswatch editors Sarah
Granich and Mick Kelly report.

Opening the Accra Climate Change Talks, John
AgyekumKufuor,presidentofGhana,called for
an “international deal... in which developing
countries commit to plan for climate resilient
development.Inreturn the international com-
munity should commit to provide adequate,
predictable, long-term funding and support
in terms of technology transfer and capacity
building.” The Accra meeting is the latest stage
inthedevelopmentofstrengthenedlong-term
action on climate change. Agreement needs
to be reached by the time of the Copenhagen
meeting in December 2009. “The clock is tick-
ing,”Kufuorwarned. “We need to be pragmatic
and move beyond rhetoric to make progress as
we move towards Copenhagen.”

In his opening address, Yvo de Boer, execu-
tive secretary of the Framework Convention
on Climate Change Secretariat, noted that Af-
rica is “the climate change regimes’s forgotten
continent,” with alimited number of Clean De-
velopment Mechanism projects and relatively
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low funding from the Global Environment Fa-
cility. “If this meeting can be a step towards the
design of a regime that helps Africa to achieve
clean economic growth and deal with the
impacts of climate change through effective
mechanisms that deliver on finance, technol-
ogy and capacity building, you will have done
very important work here,” he continued.
Agreement does seem likely on the inclu-
sion of deforestation-related measures in any
post-Kyoto framework, backed by a new fi-
nancial mechanism. The possibility of sector-
specific emissions reduction targets, aimed at
high-polluting industries, was a major focus
of discussion in Accra. It has been agreed that
developing countries will not have to accept
binding sectoral targets, though voluntary
sectoral initiatives may be included in an up-
graded Clean Development Mechanism. The
developing nations continued to resist pres-
sure to expand the number of countries cov-
ered by binding emissions reduction targets.
The European Union was heavily criticized
for not committing additional funds to assist
the developing country response to climate
change as the Accra climate change talks came
to a close. “A serious and equitable response...
will require rich countries to pay billions in
public funds to help poor countries develop

in a sustainable, low carbon manner. So why
has the European Union, which likes to claim
global leadership in the response to climate
change, turned up with empty pockets again?”
asked Nelson Muffuh, adviser to Christian Aid,
speaking onbehalfofanumberof African non-
governmental organizations. The World Bank
announced recently that developing countries
would require 170 billion US dollars between
now and the year 2030 to mitigate and adapt
to climate change.

Long-standing obstacles remained firmly in
place at the Accra talks. The United States, for
example, continues torefuse to acceptbinding
emissions targets and this position is unlikely
to change before the presidential elections
later this year. Japan, Canada, Russia and Aus-
tralia were also accused of stalling tactics. Nev-
ertheless, de Boer is confident that progress is
being made. “Governments are very commit-
ted to this process. I feel sure that the train will
reach Copenhagen as planned,” he said.

The next negotiations will take place in
Poznan, Poland, in December 2008.

® Further information: TheTiempo Climate
Cyberlibrary’ provides coverage of current
climate events at www.cru.uea.ac.uk/tiempo/
newswatch/.
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Climate change costs in Namibia

oor nations will suffer most from
climate change, in part because of
heavy reliance on climate-sensitive
sectors such as agriculture and fish-
ing. Up to 30 per cent of Namibia’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), for
example, depends on the environ-
ment.

Ironically, poor nations
have contributed least to cli-
mate change. Namibia was
estimated to be a net carbon
dioxide sink in 1994 due to
uptake by trees.

Namibia’sadvanced Natural
Resource Accounts (NRA) help

THE FINAL WORD

James MacGregor
quantifies the costs
of climate change
on Namibia’'s
natural resource
dependent economy
and people

tural impacts would be partly offset by im-
proved water distribution, there would be
no impact on fisheries and Namibia’s GDP
would fall by roughly one per cent. Under
a worst-case scenario, reduced agricultural
and fishing outputs means the GDP could
fall by almost six per cent over 20 years.
These estimates, however, only
consider agriculture and fish-
eries. They ignore impacts on
the health, infrastructure and
energy sectors that will also be
significant.

Combining NRA data with
Namibia’s Social Accounting
Matrix shows that climate

to evaluate the contribution of
the environment to national
wealth by developing ‘satellite’ accounts for
natural assets such as fish and forests. NRA
data can be fed into conventional national
economic accounts - a clear advantage for
policy makers in natural resource depend-
ent economies.

Feeding NRA data into a model reveals
that under a best-case scenario, agricul-

change impacts will hit the
poor hardest. Even under the
best-case scenario, subsistence farming will
be sharply reduced. In the worst-case sce-
nario for agriculture, labour intensive live-
stock farming is hit hard. While high-value
irrigated crop production could thrive, it
creates few jobs. Thus, even under the best-
case scenario, a quarter of Namibians would
need to find newlivelihoods. Displaced rural

populations could move to cities causing in-
comes for unskilled labour to fall by 12 to 24
per cent. Income distribution in Namibia is
already one of the most uneven in the world
and this inequality is likely to increase.
Nations such as Namibia cannot afford to
ignore the contribution of the environment
to national wealth in the face of climatic
shifts. Along with ‘climate-proofed’ policies
and activities, Namibia needs a strategy
to deal with displaced farmers and farm-
workers. Industrialized nations, who are
most responsible for climate change, must
help Namibia and other vulnerable coun-
tries cope with the impacts and plan for a
climate-constrained future.

James MacGregor is a re-
searcher with the Environmental
Economics Programme at the
International Institute for
Environment and Development
in London, UK.

Email: james.macgregor@iied.






